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Herd (Abbreviation) Year n Foundation/Augmentation Source

Badlands National Park (BADL) 1963
1963
1983

3
25
20

Fort Niobrara National Wildlife Refuge
Theodore Roosevelt National Park (South)
Colorado National MonumentA 

Book Cliffs (BOOK) 2009
2009
2010

30
14
40

Henry Mountains
Northern Ute herdB

Henry Mountains

Grasslands National Park (GRASS) 2005 71 Elk Island National Park

Fort Niobrara National Wildlife Refuge (FTN) 1913
1913
1935
1937
1952
2010
2010
2011

6
2
4
4
5

39
1
8

J.W. Gilbert Friend, NEA (multiple origin private herd)
Yellowstone National Park
Custer State Park, SD (Philip herd)
Custer State Park, SD (Philip herd)
National Bison Range
Original Sully’s Hill National Game Preserve C 
Wind Cave National Park (via American Prairie Reserve)
Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge

Grand Teton NP / National Elk Refuge (GRTE/NER) 1948
1964

9
12

Yellowstone National Park
Theodore Roosevelt National Park (South)

Elk Island National Park (ELK) 1907 40-70 Pablo-Allard Herd

Henry Mountains (HEMO) 1941
1942

18
5

Yellowstone National Park
Yellowstone National Park

National Bison Range (NBR) 1909
1909
1910
1939
1952
1953
1984

36
1
3
2
4
2
4

Conrad herd (Pablo-Allard herd origin), Kalispell, MT 
Goodnight herd, TX
Corbin herd (multiple origin private herd)
7-Up Ranch, MT A

Fort Niobrara NWR
Yellowstone National Park
Maxwell State Game Refuge, KS (Jones herd origin)

Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge (NSM) 2006
2014

39
2

National Bison Range
Rocky Mountain Arsenal D

Rocky Mountain Arsenal (RMA) 2007
2008
2009
2010
2011

16
2

10
1
3

National Bison Range
Sully’s Hill National Game Preserve display herd D 

National Bison Range
Wind Cave National Park (via American Prairie Reserve)
Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge

Sully’s Hill National Game Preserve (SH)D 2006
2014

7
3

National Bison Range (to establish new display herd)
Rocky Mountain Arsenal

Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve (TAPR) 2009
2014

13
10

Wind Cave National Park
Wind Cave National Park

Theodore Roosevelt National Park South Unit (THROs) 1956 29 Fort Niobrara National Wildlife Refuge

Theodore Roosevelt National Park North Unit (THROn) 1962 20 Theodore Roosevelt National Park (South Unit)

Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge (WM) 1907
1940

15
4

New York Zoological Society Park B

Fort Niobrara National Wildlife Refuge

Wind Cave National Park (WICA) 1913
1916

14
6

New York Zoological Society Park B

Yellowstone National Park

Wrangell-St. Elias, Copper River (WRST) 1950 50 Delta AK herd E 

Yellowstone National Park (YELL) 1902
1902
1902

23
3

18

Remaining wild herd
Goodnight herd, TX
Pablo-Allard herd

A Origins unknown

B Multi-origin herd

C Multi-origin herd, including a private herd from Ravalli, MT; WICA; THRO; FTN; NBR

D National Bison Range origin

E Delta herd founded in 1928 with 23 bison from NBR

Table 2.4.1. A summary of the founding source, numbers, and subsequent augmentations for herds in this study, compiled 
from Coder (1975) and Halbert and Derr (2007).


